[July, every complete system of education embraces physical as well as intellectual and moral training. The rules of Hygiene must therefore be included in any complete treatise on Education. The relative importance of M. Seguin's views are in accordance with the attention he has bestowed on the various branches of the subject. The descriptions of the habits, and outward peculiarities of idiots, as well as their mental characteristics, are original and masterly; so are the rules for physical and moral training; the medical portion, and especially that which might be enlightened by pathological anatomy is meagre and unsatisfactory, whilst the hygiene and physiology are but common-place. Non omnia possumus omnes. To be a practical physician requires the exclusive devotion of a life, and we do not expect, from one who lays himself out for the work of education, anything more than a general acquaintance with subjects beyond his own province.
Dr. Scott's pamphlet, although creditable both to the head and heart of the author, contains nothing of importance not found in greater detail in M. Seguin's book. We shall not, therefore, take any special notice of it in the following pages. We had prepared an analysis of the description of idiotcy, its varieties, its physiological and psychological symptoms, its causes, diagnosis, and prognosis, and the rules for hygiene ; but on finishing the whole, we found that the article was so bulky as to be beyond the space we could devote to the subject. The only mode of curtailing it seemed to be to omit this preliminary portion, and to insert only the analysis of the plan of education, physical, moral, and intellectual, for this plan is so dependent in its parts that it is impossible to omit any link without sacrificing its practical use. We regret omitting his descriptions of idiotcy, for they come from an observant and practised eye, guided by a thoughtful mind. Every page shows that the writer has lived with his subject, and has given to it all the devoted attention of an energetic nature. He writes from his own stock, not loose generalities, the result of reading. His style is not classical, but on the other hand it has a freshness better than mere tame correctness.
Before entering on the subject of education, there are, however, two or three points to be alluded to. The first is the definition of idiotcy.
What then is idiotcy ? Idiotcy is a disordered state of the nervous system, owing to which there is no regular command of the will over all or part of the organs and faculties of the child, who is guided by his instincts, and cut off from the moral world. The At first simple obedience must be enforced. The idiot must be made to look, to touch, to act, to perceive, to compare at the will of his teacher. He must be at first passive: his progress, and the use of his own free will is the fruit at last.
For the end of education is ,not passive obedience but liberty, and to be free there must be a will. Liberty and will are words only to be spoken by those who comprehend obedience and authority. No one can command but he who has learned to obey. The will regulated by the intellect and the moral sense is the secret of success in men of character.
This will is the result of education. The idiot is destitute of it. His will is governed by his instincts, and by his inertness. Indulge his appetites and let him alone and he is content. But moral education consists in conquering these appetites, by breaking up his habits, and in subduing his indolence by varied and incessant activity. The instinctive and negative direction of the will having been subdued, the will must be morally trained by imitation, by authority, and by compres- [July, sion ; it grows morally by the resistance given by a good education to the first instincts. But how is the idiot to be ruled ? If he is capable of foresight he has been apprized of the new hands into which he is to be placed, and looks forward with some anxiety, so that the first interview is well calculated to impress him ; but for this purpose the master should act as a master, not as an ordinary visitor; his address frank, his language and gesture plain, and his manner so decided that at first he is remarked, listened to, regarded, and recognised. If the first impression succeeds and has not been weakened by the comments of relatives and servants, the master has gained and will keep the magisterial position necessary to his success; but he must not think that time will increase his authority; he who looks to time has had little experience either of men or of idiots; if he is really the master he may in time relax his authority as the pupil's own will grows and is more regulated; but if he has not gained the ascendancy the child does not lose his time, but hour by hour, day by day, will steal from his master some concession, surprise him in some weakness, will profit by the lassitude of one day, and the indisposition of another, to command him in his manner; that is negatively, in doing or not doing, whatever suits his disordered instincts. The master therefore must at once take up a decided position, raising his authority above that of the family, which has been weakened by daily concessions to a delicate, suffering, or ungovernable child; the weakness of parents must be pitied, perhaps, rather than blamed, but the master must not for a moment hesitate as to how he is to act. If he cannot be master, he can do nothing.
The pupil. This necessity of commanding the idiot depends on his want of a moral will. Accustomed to do nothing, he will do nothing; used to manage his parents, he will attempt to manage his master, by force or address, sometimes by smiling and looking at him with that scrutinizing eye which sees into dispositions; sometimes by anger, or by crying, biting, rolling on the ground, or escaping from any constraint. From the energetic?no ! no! incessantly repeated, to the most subtle pretences of fatigue or suffering, the master has often to be exposed to all the various batteries of negation ; he must expose to the family the nature of this resistance, for its energy proves the necessity of control, and that a will is present but not exerted in the right direction. The struggle between the two wills, the master's and the pupil's, may be long or short, ending by the conquest of one ; the pupil will conquer if the master has not the faculty of command, and especially calmness: or if the parents take the child's part against the master.
Immediate command, or that of the master when present. Resistance varies, and rules must be modified: those given, suppose the maximum.
To make an idiot will, it is necessary first to will for him, to will that he should will; the command given in the most imperative manner, with the words supported by gesture and look. 
